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The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) has released an updated “ANS Key Steps”
document containing a rundown of the key steps involved in the approval of voluntary consensus
standards as American National Standards (ANS). The new version of the document includes
helpful embedded links, giving stakeholders immediate access to relevant forms and additional
information.

In its role as the coordinator of the U.S. voluntary

. . . Quick Use: ANSI Program Links
standardization system, ANSI facilitates ANS development

through its accreditation of the procedures of participating ANS Online Forms:
standards developing organizations (SDOs). In order to Mg/ praw ebloms.ansi.org/
. 9 . . . andards Action:
qualify for ANSI accreditation, organizations must meet the www.ansi.org/standardsaction
Institute’s requirements for openness, balance, due process, American Nat;onal Sltandards Value:
. . www.ansli.org/ansvalue
and consensus in their standards development processes as ANSL Accreﬁited Standards
set-forth in the ANSI Essential Requirements Developers: www.ansi.org/asd
( . / tial . t ) Mai rts of th ANS National Adoption Procedures:
www.ansi.org/essentialrequirements). Major parts of the www ansi.org/nationaladoption
ANS process include: consensus by a group that is open to all ANSI-Accredited US TAGs to ISO:
: . _ : : : . : www.ansi.org/isotags
interested parties; brgad based pub'hc review, 1nclud'1ng via ANSI Infernational Procedures:
ANSI Standards Action (www.ansi.org/standardsaction); www.ansi.org/internationalprocedures
incorporation of proposed changes that meet consensus Accreditation:

www.ansi.org/accreditation

requirements into a draft standard; and the availability of a
procedural appeals process. Once approved as an ANS, a standard must be maintained on a regular
basis and is subject to the ANSI audit process.

Organizations must undergo an application process, which includes a public review of procedures
and be designated as ANSI-Accredited Standards Developers by the ANSI Executive Standards
Council (ExSC) before any of their voluntary consensus standards can be considered for ANS
status. A list of ANSI-Accredited Standards Developers is available at www.ansi.org/asd.

A brochure outlining the benefits of the ANS designation is available here. For more information,
please contact Anne Caldas, ANSI senior director, procedures and standards administration
(acaldas@ansi.org or psa@ansi.org).
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